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REPORT 


Of the Board of Direction of ‘ the Society for the relief of poor 
widows with small children,’ presented at their Twentieth Anni- 
versary Meeting, held in the City Assembly Room on Thursday, 
20th November, 181.7. 


During the past year your Managers have assisted 209 widows 
and 579 children. This is about the average number annually on 
the books of the Society ; and we have no reason to expect that 
the number of applicants for the benefits of the Institution will be 
less the ensuing year. 

The widow whose mental derangement made it necessary to 
send her to the maniac apartment of the hospital last autumn, has, 
through the goodness of a merciful Providence, been again restor- 
ed to her reason, and to usefulness. We have tu express var thanks 
to the Board of Direction of the Orphan Asylum, to whose bene- 
volence we are indebted for the gratuitous support afforded to her 
bereaved children, during the period in which they were deprived 
of a mother’s tender care. 

The relief of temporal wants not being the only benefit contem- 
plated by the labour of love which devolves on your Managers, 
they have not been unmindful to direct the attention of those com- 
mitted to their care to the more important necessities of their im- 
mortal souls ;—recommending to them to seek the grace of the 
Gospel, which alone can administer substantial comfort under all 
the tribulations of life ; the possession of which would enable them 
to sustain bereavement, poverty, sickness, and every privation of 
this world’s good, with patient resignation to the will of their 
Heavenly Father, and would make ‘the light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, work out for them a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.’ 

An opinion, advocated by some modern writers of no small 
note, seems to be gaining considerable currency, that charitable 
establishments, by holding out the prospect of certain relief, have 
a tendency to dispel the horrors of poverty, and thereby remove 
one of the strongest incentives to industry, prudence, and econo- 
my ; that, consequently, such institutions are instrumental in in- 
creasing, instead of diminishing, the amount of human wretched- 
ness in the world. Leaving these new discoveries in human poli- . 
ty to the philosopbers of the day, to be discussed and settled © 
among themselves, it is enough for us to be assured, from an infi- 
nitely higher authority, that ‘‘ pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father, is this, to visit the fatherless and the widows 
in their affliction, and to keep ourselves unspotted from the world ,”’ 
that He ‘ who went about doing good,’ has left the poor as a per- 
manent legacy to his followers—has made the exercise of deeds 
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of beneficence toward such, a test of their love to him, and hag 
declared that ministering to their necessities will be considered as 
if done unto himself. If it be the duty of Christians, in obedience 
to the precepts, and in imitation of the example of their Lord 
and Master, to fulfil this Jaw of love as individuals, we see no- 
thing in the constitution of human society which can diminish their 
obligation to exert themselves in a social capacity for the promotion 
of the same benevolent purposes. 

The regular income derived from the funds of the Society, and 
the subscriptions, will not afford more than twelve shillings a 
month, during the rigorous season, for each widow under your 
care, if the number be equal to that of the past year. How far so 
small a pittance can go toward supplying the necessary wants of a 
widowed mother with two to five young helpless children, they 
only can tell who have bad to struggle with this hard and distress- 
ing form of penury. For additions to this scanty supply, we must 
be indebted to the generosity of the public. Appeals to the be- 
nevolence of our fellow citizens in favour of this Institution have 
never yet been made in vain ; and, notwithstanding the multiplied 
claims upon their charitable aid, we trust that the objects of your 
care will always be deemed entitled to no small portion of their 
bounty. With confident reliance on this source of assistance, and 
especially depending on the gracious providence of Him who hath 
said, ‘* Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive, 
and let thy widows trust in me,”—your almoners will enter again 
with alacrity on the pleasing employment of dispensing comfort 
and gladness in the abodes of indigence and sorrow. 


Board of Direction, chosen November, 1817. 
Mrs. J. E. CALDWELL, First Directress. 
Mrs. S. BOYD, Second Directress. 

Mrs. Col. FEW, Treasurer. 

Mrs. M. BANYER, Secretary. 


Managers. 
Mrs. D. ANDREWS Mrs. P. LUDLOW 
Mrs. BOOKMAN Mrs. J. LATHROP 
Mrs. D. CODWISE Mrs. P. W. RADCLIFF — 
Mrs. L. COIT Mrs. Dr. RODGERS 
Mrs. D. GELSTON Mrs. D. TENBROOK 


Mrs. E. P. LIVINGSTON Mrs. WALLACE, 
Mrs. S. LEDYARD 
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NORTHERN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Annual Report of the Board of Directors. 


The Board of Directors report to the Society the following out- 
line and summary of their proceedings, and the state of missions, 
during the last year: 

It is with mingled emotions of grief and gratitude that the 
Board of Directors report to the Northern Missionary Society : 
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with grief, on account of the state of our mission among the Onei- 
da Indians: with gratitude, for the unusual degree and extent of 
their other missionary labours. 

In addition to the Rev. Joel Boyington and John Covert, ‘re- 
ported as employed last year, the Committee of Missions have 
sent forth this year three missionaries, viz. Messrs. Caleb Knight, 
John E. Miller, and William Jenkins The Board regret that Mr. 
Boyington has transmitted them no journal of his labours. He 
was employed in the neighbourhood of Chazy, in the County of 
Clinton, for three months. In consequence of sickness and other 
providential circumstances, he was prevented from fulfilling his 
mission, except in a partial manner. While engaged, he was re- 
ceived with cordiality and thanks to the Board for remembering 
the destitute. ' 

Mr. John Covert was employed for two months in the County 
of Montgomery, at Sacondaga and the Fish-House, His journal 
has been received, and contains favourable representations ; cs- 
pecially concerning the Fish-House, where a building has been 
erected for public worship, and there is a hopeful prospect of an 
established and permanent church. He appears to have been di- 
ligent and faithful, preaching as often as opportunity offered ; but 
collected no money for the Society, except five dollars in May- 
field. The people at the Fish-House state their embarrassments 
in erecting their building for worship as an excuse for not making 
collections. This church should receive the attention of the Soci- 
ety. 

Mr. John E. Miller, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Columbia, 
was employed for six months as a missionary, to travel through 
the middle parts of Virginia, North and South Carolina, a part of 
Georgia, and to return through Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania. His journal, which appears to have been kept with 
accuracy and faithfulness, gives a lamentable representation of the 
state of many parts of the country through which he passed : des- 
titute of ordinances and preaching, and not desirous of them, and 
not willing to assemble where the word was proposed to be preach- 
ed. His journal is on file ; from which it appears that he laboured on 
every Lord's Day, except one, which he unavoidably passed among 
the Cherokees, and on other days as opportunity offered. That 
missionaries are much wanted in all the states through which he 
passed ; but that the western states, though yet in want, are far 
more advanced in sincere religion than the slave-holding states. 
His route was long and arduous, between 3000 and 4000 miles. 
He collected $51.19 for the Society. 

Mr. Caleb Knight was employed as a missionary for eight 
weeks in the County of Delaware and its vicinity. He preached, 
visited schools and the sick, and reports, that while there are many 
eauses for lamentation in the state of society and the churches in 
his route, yet there is cause for gratitude in the effusion of the Di- 
vine Spirit.—His journal is very particular and accurate, and is 
valuable as a subject of reference in regard to the churches which 
he visited. He collected $21.29. 
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Mr. William Jenkins, our stated missionary at Oneida, has been 
removed at the request of the Indians, they preferring the labours 
of one of their own countrymen, Mr. Eleazer Williams. He was 
directed by the Board of Missions, last November, to repair to the 
Seneca tribe of Indians, and those on the borders of the lakes. He 
found them dispersed in pursuit of food, their last crop having fail- 
ed ; and reported that there was no prospect of a permanent es- 
tablishment among them. He visited the destitute in Upper Can- 
ada, which presents a vast field for missionary labour. In this 
region he spent 120 days, travelled 1500 miles, preached 158 
times, visited and catechised 69 schools, baptized 147 children 
and 5 adults, and collected 40 dollars. He then returned, and 
sent in his resignation, which was accepted. The Board render- 
ed this faithful and persevering man their thanks for his services 
while in their employ. And though his duties at Oneida have 
ceased, he is not useless, but has accepted a call in Canada, and 
has in charge many congregations, where he may still be employ- 
ed in his favourite work of preaching to the destitute, Christ and 
him crucified. 

In regard to the Oneida mission, the Board have no brighter 
prospects than were presented in their last Report. When the 
mission can be re-established is uncertain.—The Board would 
ever keep it in view, and embrace the first opportunity to send 
them the regular administration of the word and ordinances. They 
have, however, to represent, that Mr. Julius Pond, who styles 
himself attorney for the Oneida indians, has in their name made 
a request that the rents of Jands formerly granted by them to the 
Society, be made over to Mr. Williams, their present minister. 
As the Board has expended much more than the amount of their 


lands in this missien, and as the trust reposed in them has been ° 


faithfully executed, and will still be executed with Christian cha- 
rity and fidelity, they returned for answer that they ‘‘ would not 
pay the amount of rents received, or that may be received, into 
the hands of Mr. Williams, or any other person ; but will endea- 
vour faithfully to execute the trust reposed in them both by the 
Society and the State.” 

The Rev. Mr. Crane, a missionary from a Society in New-York 
to the Tuscaroras, represented that this tribe was in a famishing 
condition on account of the failure of their crops in 1816, and the 
consequent high price of provision. The Board deemed them- 
selves bound by Christian charity, and with a view to open the 
hearts of Indians to a favourable reception of the word of grace, 
to devote a part of their own contributions to their temporal sup- 
port. They ordered for their supply 75 dollars, to be distributed 
under the direction of Mr. C. Miller, of Albany, and Mr Hickok, 
of Buffalo. No returns have yet been made concering this chari- 
table donation. 

From the Treasurer’s account appended, it will appear, that 
the sum of 908 dollars has been received, and the suin of 1080 
expended in missionary labours; and that there remains in the 
treasury a balance of 93 dollars 66 cents. 
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From the above details and statements, the Society will per- 
ceive that the Board has not been idle during the last year, but 
have employed more missionaries and expended more money, 
obtained more extensive acquaintance with the fields of useful la- 
bour, and their wants, than at any former period. ‘The funds are 
almost expended: but let not treasure rust in our hands, while 
thousands are crying for saving health, and thousands perishing 
for lack of knowledge. The Board entertain a hope that the 
saints will re-animate their zeal, and endeavour to provide abun- 
dant means for this godlike charity of saving men through the 
cross. How can they hear without a preacher? How can they 
preach except they be sent ? And how can they be sent with suc- 
cess unless the silver and gold, which are the Lord's, accompany 
the prayers and exertions of his people ? 

From the above representations, painful and pleasing as_ they 
are, the Board would call the attention of the Society to the vast 
fields of missionary labours which are now presented to their 
view. Many parts of the United States are as destitute as the re- 
motest heathen, of the word of God. The real heathen on our 
borders cry, ‘* Come over and help us.” Sufficient funds and suit- 
able missionaries are not at command. Great things have indeed 
been done for Zion by American Christians; but let us entertain 
the hope that great and glorious things for the cause of truth and 
salvation are yet to be done by American Christians. Our United 
Foreign Missionary Society, established for the purpose of con- 
centrating the otherwise detached powers of the Christian republic, 
invites our aid and alliance. And considering that the Christian 
power in this country is severed and acts only as fractional parts in 
the great work ; that there should be some common point of union, 
force, and energy, from which one grand exertion may be made 
for evangelizing the nations, the Board ‘suggest whether it would 
not be proper to invite by a circular letter all the Missionary So- 
cieties in the United States, to combine their efforts to establish a 
seminary for educating missionaries. Missionary success has kept 
pace with such institutions in Europe, and exertions have failed 
without them. The general and combined exertions of the Mis- 
sionary Societies in America might establish a seminary, which, in 
the progress of tine, might gloriously contribute to the fulfilment 
of the promise, ‘* that all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.” 

This subject the board recommend to the prayerful and wise de- 
liberation of the Society ; and while they are thankful for all the 
good they have done and all they expect to do, they would en- 
courage the hearts of all in the promise, that ‘* Christ shall see of 
the travail of his soul, and be satisfied ; that he who shall come 
will come, and will not tarry,” and that the glorious reign of our 
Redeemer will yet be known over the face of the earth, and the 
song be sung, “ Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

JOHN M. BRADFORD, ? ¢, tt 
CHRISTIAN MILLER, ee 
Albany, Sept, 3d, 1817. 
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13TH REPORT OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
(Continued from page 135.) 

The domestic occurrences of the Society are now to be report- 
ed. It might reasonably have been expected, that, during a sea- 
son of uncommon embarrassments and privations, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society would have felt its influence, in a tempora- 
ry abridgment of its means, as arising from the public benevo- 
lence. But your Committee have no regret to express on this ac- 
count ; on the contrary, it will appear, from«the specification of 
the sums contributed by the Auxiliary Societies since the last 
Annual Meeting, that the pure flame of charity bas continued to 
glow with undimished ardour. And it cannot fail to be highly 
gratifying to the members of this Institution to learn, that during 
the last year, tothe period when the Society’s accounts are annu- 
ally made up, the contributions from Auxiliary Societies amounted 
to no less a sum than 52,027/. 9s. 8d., notwithstanding the acces- 
sion of new societies has been inconsiderable, compared with for- 
mer years, owing to the ground having previously been occupied. 

While your Committee return their grateful acknowledgments 
to the benefactors of the Society, whether associated or individual, 
within and without the United Kingdom, they feel it a paramount 
duty to offer their devout thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 
liberal support which the Institution bas received. They are 
persuaded that the charity on which its existence and efficiency 
depend, while it finds gratification in the humble hope that it may 
be made subservient to the glory of God, and the happiness of 
man, seeks neither applause nor remuneration ; rejoicing in its 
power to administer to the wants of the household of faith, at home 
and abroad, and to provide a repast of spiritual and immortal food 
for strangers and aliens, whom it invites to partake of it; it im- 
plores the divine blessing on the application of its bounty, ascrib- 
ing to God alone the praise and glory of the disposition which he 
has inspired. Contemplated as a proof of the deep interest which 
the object of the Institution retains in the public mind, it affords 
the purest gratification to the members and friends of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, as it must to all who feel that ‘‘ righte- 
ousness exalteth a nation,’’ and that the work and effect of it are 
peace and quietness, and assurance for ever. 

To what has been said in former Reports on the subject of Bi- 
ble Associations, which have so essentially contributed to enlarge 
the funds of the Society, your Committee will only add the fol- 
lowing observation, tbat the very principle of those Associations 
is calculated to operate as a monitory aod restraining influence on 
the members of them. They see and feel the inconsistency of a 
life devoted to licentious indulgences aud immoral habits, with the 
open and reiterated profession of a veneration for that book which. 
so forcibly and explicitly condemns them. while their regulated 
orderly meetings, and their monthly and weekly contributions 
for promoting the circulation of it, tend to invigorate those feelings, 
and render them habitual. And when this influence is considered 
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as extending (as from the active participation of females, and the 
young, in this service of love, it will naturally do) to the fawilies 
of the members of these Associations, the consideration opens a 
new source of exhilarating hope, with respect to the rising and fu- 
ture generations. 

Scotland continues to manifest that zealous interest in the ad- 
vancement of the common cause which it has so constantly dis- 
played; and the good effects of its exertions are to be found in 
the progressive increase of its Auxiliary Societies and Bible As- 
sociations, and in its munificent contributions, from various sources, 
to the funds of the Parent Society. Among the proofs of this as- 
sertion, which have already been specified, your Committee have 
the pleasure to adduce a renewed expression of the so often ac- 
knowledged liberality of the Presbytery of Glasgow, in their an- 
nual collection for the present year. 

Your Committee have the pleasure to remark, that notwith- 
standing the distress which has been so severely felt in Ireland, 
the funds of the Hibernian Bible Society have scarcely suffered 
any defalcation ; and that the issue of Bibles and Testaments by 
it during the last year, has exceeded that of the former by up» 
wards of twelve thousand, making a total issue of nearly thirty- 
five thousand copies. 

Your Committee have had the peculiar satisfaction to assist the 
operations of this sister Institution, by relinquishing a claim of 
1306/. sterling, for Bibles and ‘Testaments furnished to it, as well 
as by the gratuitous accommodation of 10,000 New Testaments. 

The infancy of the British and Foreign Bible Society gave the 
promise of a vigorous maturity, which the progressive growth oi 
thirteen years has amply confirmed. For complete and satisfacto- 
ry evidence, that it has hitherto fully answered its designation and 
end, it is only necessary to advert to the extent to which the Holy 
Scriptures have been circulated, and to the numerous Institutions 
in different and distant parts of the world, now actively co-operat- 
ing in the distribution of them. And while, on one hand, the As- 
sociations which have thus been formed on its example may be 
deemed a gratifying homage to the pure and benevolent principle 
of the Society, they come nearer to the feelings and expectations 
of its members, when considered as a provision fer extending and 
perpetuating the benefit derived from it. 

Devoutly ascribing these auspicious results, so astonishing by 
their magnitude, and so incalculably beneficial in their uses, to 
the divine favour alone ; your Committee may be permitted to ins 
dulge the satisfaction of contemplating them as the pleasing fruits 
of Christian union, founded on a lively sense of an identity of in- 
terest in the promises of the Gospel, and animated by the charita- 
ble desire to make all mankind the partakers of its blessings. 

It is from the active influence and energy of this union, that the 
British and Foreign Bible Society derives its means, and informa- 
tion to direct their employment ; labourers for every soil, coadju- 
tors in every quarter of the globe ; in a word, its support, encour- 
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agement, and success. No Association formed ona narrower basis 
than of that universal benevolence which is the characteristic of 
the religion of Jesus, could have effected what it has accomplished. 

Having but one object in view, and that not only simple and 
intelligible, but also involving a duty which Christians of all deno- 
minations must admit to be of paramount obligation, this Catholic 
union requires no compromise of its members, and exacts no sacri- 
fice of principles ; and hence is less liable to be disturbed by the 
collision of human passions and prejudices. Consolidated and en- 
livened by a constant reciprocation of Christian hopes and feel- 
ings, it exhibits and encourages those endearing sympathies which 
mark the source whence they spring, and which, if universally 
cultivated and improved, would render the nations of the earth 
what the Gospel was designed to make ihem—a holy brotherhood, 
a community of love and peace. 

That the moral and religious influence of the Scriptures has had 
a considerable and extensive operation, both in this and foreign 
countries, is too obvious to be questioned or denied. The saluta- 
ry and efficacious counteraction which it has opposed to the in- 
crease of scepticism and infidelity, and to the progress of immorali- 
ty and vice, together with all the evils which follow in their train, 
may be fairly enumerated among those of its general and ascer- 
tained effects, which have contributed in no small degree to the 
preservation of social peace and order. Nor is evjdence wanting, 
in addition to what has been adduced in the body of the Report, 
of its influence with respect to a more important consummation. 

‘* Many who never acknowledged the real value of this blessed 
volume,”’ observes the noble President of the Swedish Bible Soci- 
ety, ‘“‘have been enlighted by the Spirit of God, and look upon 
the Holy Scriptures with a more pious regard. The spirit of levi- 
ty and mockery that prevailed as to the doctrines of revelation, 
has considerably given way to a more serious and devout atten- 
tion to their more important concerns.” 

This testimony is strengthened by that of a correspondent in 
Swabia, who asserts, that ** a growth in divine knowledge, and an 
increase in faith and love to Jesus Christ, are already visible in 
many thousand souls.”’ 

If the preceding facts and reflections suggest the most encourag- 
ing motives for perseverance in the great undertaking to which the 
Society has pledged itself, they will receive additional weight from 
the consideration, that if the British and Foreign Bible Society had 
never existed, a large portion of the millions who, it may be pre- 
sumed, have been benefited by its exertions, might have lived and 
died without possessing a copy of the sacred volume, to whom 
therefore the Charter of Salvation would have been as if it had 
never been revealed. 

That it bas pleased the Almighty, in bis gracious dispensations, 
to awaken mankind in so remarkable a degree to a sense of the 
supreme importance of his Holy Word, and in times when his af- 
fictive judgments were calculated to give it a peculiar impression, 
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and that he has so particularly favoured this country, by selecting 
from it his instruments for exciting this feeling, and giving opera- 
tion to it, are motives for grateful adoration and praise. ‘That the 
labourers in this vineyard are increasing all over the world, is no 
less a subject of joy and devout thanksgiving. ‘Their zeal, their 
exertions, their rivalship, their success, will ever be hailed by the 
Society which inspired them with fraternal congratulations, and a 
cordial disposition to encourage and assist them. But the British 
and Foreign Bible Society will never relinquish its claim to pre- 
cedency in this labour of love ; it feels that no charity can be more 
noble than that to which it is consecrated, and that no labour is 
more calculated to promote the glory of God in the highest, on 
earth peace and good will to tnan, than that to which it is exclu- 
sively devoted. 

‘« Thy real glory, Britain,’ to adopt the language of the Com- 
mittee at Lausanne, ‘* that which shines in the present day with 
so much lustre, is, the glory of enlightening the whole world with 
the bright beams of the Gospel ; of making the ocean on whose 
bosom thou art so majestically seated, proclaim to the four quarters 
of the world, ‘ Behold your God ;’ and, by the force of mild per- 
suasion, bringing all nations to reply, ‘ Henceforth he shall be our 
God, and we will rejoice, because our eyes have seen his great 
salvation.’ ” 

Such indeed is the interest which ‘the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society has excited, that the prayers and benedictions of thou- 
sands attend its progress, and are offered up for its success ; and a 
suspension of its functions would be felt and lamented as a cala- 
mity in every quarter of the globe. 

In the mutability of human affairs it is possible, however, that 
the existing favourable opportunities for circulating the Holy Scrip- 
tures may suffer some diminution ; and it is certain, that, in a few 
years, both those who have devoted themselves to this benevolent 
duty, and those for whose more immediate benefit it has been un- 
dertaken, will be overshadowed by that night in which no man can 
work. 

This, in addition to the awful considerations already stated, 
appeals most powerfully to the feelings and principles, the bene- 
volence and piety, of every believer in the Scriptures, to lose no 
opportunity in communicating to all who want it, the blessing of 
that Divine Revelation which an all-merciful God designed for the 
whole human race. The call tor the Scriptures is more than ever 
extensive, loud, and importunate ; by the blessing of God, the call 
shall be answered, and the desire shall receive its accomplishment. 

it has appeared to not a few, when contemplating the wonder- 
ful success of the Bible Institution, and the facilities opening to its 
progress, ‘* That the Angel, having the everlasting Gospel to 
preach to them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, has commenced his flight in the 
midst of heaven.” 

Whether this sublime vision is now offered to the eyes of man- 
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kind, or is to diffuse its lustre over the days to come, we may be 
allowed to enjoy the hope which it inspires, and to anticipate the 
blessedness which will flow from its realization. 

With these feelings, it remains only to offer devout supplication 
to Almighty God, that he will perfect the work which he has so 
abundantly prospered: that the zea! which he has inspired may 
never relax, until the spiritual wants of every believer in revela- 
tion shall have been supplied; until the tidings of salvation shall 
have been communicated to every inhabitant of the earth. 

** Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth 
wondrous things; and blessed be his glorious name for ever ; and 
let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, and Amen.” 


+ Gee 


Report of the Synod of Philadelphia, on the State of Religion within 
their bounds. Harrisburg, October, 1817. 


From the free conversation on the state of religion, it appeared, 
that the condition of the Church is not more unprosperous than for- 
merly ; on the contrary, a number of occurrences indicate that 
‘*¢ God is in the midst of her, and will help her, and that right 
early.” 

In general, there appears to be a punctual and serious attention 
to the public ordinances of religion. Congregations in many places 
are growing in numbers and respectability. Additions to the 
Church by the baptism of adults, and by admission to the.com- 
munion, have been more numerous than usual, And greater num- 
bers are actively engaged in disseminating the word of life, and 
endeavouring to promote its salutary influence upon the rising 
generation. 

Much good appears to have been done by the Sunday Schools, 
which have been generally established in our cities, towns, and 
villages. A great number of children, who formerly were sinking 
in the mire of ignorance and pollution, are now taught to read the 
Scriptures, and to venerate the principles and practice of religion ; 
and some of them have even afforded comfortable evidences of true 

iety. 

Bible Societies have increased in number; and more effectual 
measures have been adopted, especially by females, to supply 
those who are destitute with the word of life and with religious 
tracts. To distribute the Holy Scriptures and promote their influ- 
ence, there seems to be a happy concurrence of almost all religious 
sects. From these combined efforts we observe not only that the 
needy are now generally furnished with the word of God, and the 
careless and profligate have in many instances been awakened ta 
regard its precious contents ; but also that great harmony seems to 
have been produced among different sects of professing Christans, 

as they are more frequently brought together for a cordial co-ope- 
ration in promoting the advancement of their common Christianity. 

In connection with Bible Societies, we rejoice toobserve that efforts 
to raise missionary funds, and to send forth the heralds of the cross 
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to preach the gospel to the heathen, and frontier settlements, ap- 
pear to be daily increasing. 

But while the Synod rejoice and congratulate the friends of re« 
ligion on these hopeful appearances ; they must confess, that in 
walking around the walls of Zion, they have discovered a number 
of things to deplore. In almost every part of our bounds intem- 
perance, profaneness, and sabbath-breaking prevail. It does not 
appear that these immoral practices are more prevalent than for- 
merly, or that the children of the kingdom have any reason to be 
discouraged ; on the contrary, we have heard that associations to 
enforce the observation of the Sabbath, and prevent the intem- 
perate use of spirituous liquors have, in some instances, produced 
happy results. We lament, however, that such abominations too 
generally exist ; that the sources of individual and family enjoy- 
ments are dreadfully polluted by them ; and that the ordinances of 
religion, with regard to multitudes, are rendered ineffectual. 

The Synod were much concerned to hear that in almost every 
part of our bounds, there is too much reason to apprehend, that the 
duty of family prayer is neglected by many professing Christians 
who are the heads of families. In some parts it has been stated 
that even elders of the church habitually neglect to ask a blessing 
with the provision of their tables. How can we expect that God 
will send us a blessing when we forbear to ask and seek! How 
can we expect that the olive plants will rise and flourish, when the 
refreshing benedictions of heaven are not solicited by parental 
prayer? Upon the whole, the Synod apprehend that the state of 
religion within their bounds is such as ought to encourage their ex- 
ertions, and authorize them to rejoice with trembling. 

cnnalggyon 
MORAI, SOCIETY OF NEW-JERSEY. 

Agreeably to public notice, a number of persons from different 
parts of the state met at Trenton, on Tuesday the 11th day of 
November, for the purpose of forming a State Society for the sup- 
pression of vice and promotion of good morals: Joshua M. Wal- 
lace, Esq. was appointed Chairman, and J. W. Scott, Esq. Secr’y. 

The committee appointed for that purpose presented a draft of 
a constitution for the Society, which being amended was adopted, 

To give a correct idea of the design of this society, we observe, 
that its great object is to labour by proper methods, to prevent ra- 
ther than to punish crimes. We insert the following article of the 
constitution. ’ 

‘* In no cases shall legal coercion be resorted to, except those in 
which persuasion, admonition, and other mild measures are found 
ineffectual.” 

The following gentlemen were appointed officers of the society 
for the ensuing year: 

Joshua M. Wallace, Esq. President. 

Gen. John Beatty, Rev. S. Wilmur, John Frelinghuysen, Esq. 
Joseph C. Hornblower, Esq. and Rev. L. I. F. Huntington, Vice- 

Presidents. 
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J. W. Scott, Esq. Secretary. Charles Rice, Esq. Treasurer. 

Thirty-one managers for the ensuing year were then chosen—as 
follows : 

Rev. Wilhelmus Elting, Jesse Upson, Esq. Rev. Asa Hillyer, 
Job S. Halstead, Esq. Rev. John F. Clarke, Samuel Bayard, Esq. 
Ercuries Beatty, Esq. Dr. Samuel Forman, Rev. John Cornell, 
Charles Ogden, Esq. Daniel Garrison, Esq. Rev. Jonathan Free- 
man, Rev. Ambrose Ogden, George Haywood, jun., Robert M‘Nee- 
ley, Esq., James Giles, Esq., Henry Vanarsdalen Esq., Rev. George 
S. Woodhull, Rev. Isaac V. Brown, Rev. David Comfort, Rev. 
Samuel B. How, Isaac W. Crane, Esq., Rev. W. C. Schenck, 
Benjamin Smith, Esq., Theodore Freliughuysen, Esq., Samuel J. 
Read, Esq., Dr. John Van Cleve, Rev. John M‘Dowel, Andrew 
Howell, Esq., Charles Ewing, Esq., Dr. John T. Woodhull. 

The following persons were appointed a committee to prepare 
an address to the public, to be printed along with a copy of the 
constitution : 

Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green, Rev. G. S. Woodhull, Rev. Mr. How, 
Rev. Mr. Brown, Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

Next meeting of managers to be at Trenton, the 2d Wednesday 
in January next, at 11 o’clock A. M. 

The Society resolved that their next annual meeting be held in 
Trenton on the first Tuesday of next November. 

D+ 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

Boston Oct. 21.—The “ American Education Society” held their 
second annual meeting on Wednesday last ; when an appropriate 
sermon was delivered in the Old South Chur by the Rev. Mr. 
Chickering of Woburn, from Ephesians i. 10. The collection that 
was taken up on the occasion amounted, we understand, to two hun- 
dred and twenty-four dollars, twenty-five cents. 

After divine service, the Society retired to the hall of the Massa- 
chusetts Bank, for the transaction of business. An able and anima- 
ting ** Report” of the proceedings of the ‘* board of directors” was 
read, and will soon be laid before the public. From this document 
it appears, that one hundred and five individuals in the several sta- 
ges of education, have received assistance from the Society, and 
that.these beneficaries are found in eight of the U. States, and in 
ten different colleges. Piety, talents and indigence are the only 
indispensable qualifications required in those who seek the patron- 
age of the Suciety. No applicants have been rejected in whom 
these requisites were found. Notwithstanding the large expendi- 
tures of the last year, it appears that a balance of twelve hundred 
dollars or more, remains in the treasury. 

A common sentiment of brotherly love and christian zeal seemed 
to animate the whole Society, and inspired the most pleasing anti- 
cipations of its future prosperity and happy influence on the inter- 
ests of Zion. 

It must be a high gratification to the christian public, to learn 
the prosperity of this infant institution, the American Education 
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Society. It was formed under auspices peculiarly favourable, and 
has commenced its operations with the most flattering prospects. 
Those most slow of heart to admit the felicity of its plan, and the 
practicability of its object, at the outset, we hope are by this: time 
convinced that the Institution is founded in wisdom, connected with 
energy and prudence, and conspires with great effect to aid the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The smiles of divine providence are so clear upon every exer- 
tion that is made in these days, for the enlargement of the church, 
that it is hardly admissible to question the expediency or practi- 
cability of any plan that christian benevolence may propose ; 
ere it is mentioned it is matured, and multitudes are ready to rise 
up, and carry it into execution. 

A few years ago the boldest imagination would have trembled 
at its presumption if it had been led to anticipate one half of what 
has since been achieved. The most ardent friends of Zion, twenty- 
five years ago, did not expect that the advance of an hundred years 
would place the church on the high ground she occupies at this mo- 
ment, without a miracle. They calculated the future triumphs of 
truth by the past; like some in these days, they were more dis- 
posed to judge of what God would do from what he had done, than 
from what he has promised todo. Let us beware of the fallacy by 
which they were beguiled of many pleasures that flow from antici- 
pation of the fulfilment of God’s promises, and rejoice in the evi- 
dence furnished us by passing events, that the reign of Satan is 
short, and that the kingdom of Christ shall speedily swallow up 
all other kingdoms. Bost. Recorder. 

o+o— 
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
PLEASURE AND HAPPINESS, 
An Allegory. 


Concluded from page 143 ) 

‘“¢ | promised,” said Happineha, ** to lead you to my mansion ; 
but this is the hour of morning sacrifice, and we must first repair 
to the altarof Devotion.” So saying, she conducted me to a tem- 
ple of the most simple architecture, where all the inhabitants of 
the valley were already assembled. A cloud of fragrant incense, 
‘* which was the prayers of saints,”’ curled in white wreaths among 
the trees, and thence ascended in a stately column to the sky. 
When the solemnities were concluded, Devotion, the priestess, with 
a serene brow, pronounced a benediction, and dismissed the as- 
sembly. 

Withdrawing silently from the temple, we repaired to a spacious 
hall in the mansion, where long tables were spread, furnished 
abundantly with plain and wholesome provision. At these tables 
a healthy, handsome woman presided, called Temperance ; who 
did the honours of her board with perfect grace, and with the 
warmest hospitality. But there was one very singular custom : 
upon a certain signal given by herself, every one present imme- 
diately ceased to regale ; and if a cup or dish had been tasted by 
any of the company afterwards, it would have been considered as 
a personal affront to the lady herself. Happiness assured me, that 
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if, on any occasion, Temperance chanced to be absent from her 
place, she herself (being always subject to fits) fainted away at 
table, and could never be revived till Temperance brought her 
restoratives. 

This signal being given, the whole company rose from table, 
and immediately repaired to their respective apartments. Those 
to which Happiness first conducted me, and which formed one ex- 
tensive wing of the building, were under the superintendance of 
Industry, that brisk youth on whose arm Happiness leaned when I 
first saw her; and who was, she told me, (with the exception of 
Devotion) her nearest relation. This long suit of rooms was va- 
riously furnished, according to the different rank and circumstances 
of the inhabitants. Here were to be heard the clatter of machi- 
nery, the groans of the engine, the strokes of the hammer, and the 
roaring of the forge. ‘There were to be seen the implements of 
husbandry, and the bustle of trade. Furtheron, | observed count- 
less numbers of females, plying the busy needle. Beyond those, 
we reached apartments of greater elegance ; over which two per- 
sons presided of remarkably interesting appearance ; called Sci- 
ence and Literature. The former a silver-headed sage, of a mild 
venerable aspect ; befure whom, as we approached, | involuntarily 
made a low prostration. The latter, an ardent, interesting youth, 
with a fine eye and a pale cheek : he wore a wreath of evergreens 
on his temples, and was attended by all the muses. As we passed 
him, 1 turned to Happiness, and inquired if she did not spend the 
greatest proportion of her time in this part of her residence ? She 
smiled at the question, and replied, that she was prevented from 
showing any such partiality, by certain evil genii, which occa- 
sionally infested her domains, and which often compelled her to 
fly from one apartment to another, especially if she had stayed in 
any of them rather longer than usual. ‘* Here, for instance,” 
said she, ‘‘ there are two, or three little impertinent demons, 
called Ambition, Envy, and Irritability, who tease that poor youth 
sadly, and make him look so pale and wan: for my part | have 
so great an antipathy to them, that I can never stay in the same 
room with any of them; so that, I assure you, | am glad some- 
‘times to make my escape from these parts to go yonder and sing 
among the spinning wheels. There is, however,” continued she, 
‘© an amiable handmaid of Devotion’s, of low stature, called Hu- 
mility, who has power to charm away these intruders ; and when 
they send her to solicit my return, she never fails to bring me 
back again.”’ 

Sbe next led me to the other great wing of the building, where 
I observed the apartments were fitted up with the greatest atten- 
tion to comfort and accommodation. Here presided a glowing, 
warm-hearted, interesting looking creature, called Affection. As 
we approached she smiled sweetly upon us; but there was a tear 
in her eye, and something of anxicty in her expression. As I 
looked into the many rooms which formed this division of the 
building, I beheld cheerful fires blazing, and small domestic cir- 
cles formed around them. There were smiling mothers, witb in- 
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fants in their arms ; and fathers with groups of rosy children climb- 
ing their knees ; there were brothers and sisters walking hand in 
hand ; and hoary heads reclining on youthful bosoms. ‘* This is 
a pretty sight,” said 1: * Yes,” said Happiness, ** and perhaps, 
if | bad any preference, it is here that 1 should most frequently 
repose. But | must tell you, that these apartments are peculiarly 
subject to invasion. There is a stern matron called Affliction, 
wearing a mourning dress, who walks up and down this gallery, 
and is continually turning in to one or other of the rooms : when- 
ever she appears, I am obliged to retire ; but during my absence, 
Devotion, when applied to, dispatches two gentle handmaids, called 
Peace and Resignation, who are the most excellent substitutes [ 
could employ. And if they are treated courteously, and made 
heartily welcome, it is seldom long before I show my face again ; 
and I have heard it remarked, that I never look so healthy, nor 
wear so cheerful a smile, as after | have been banished for a time 
by that sternmatron. There are some few of these rooms, indeed, 
where she has been so busy, that | have never since been able to 
gain free admittance I ain not even invited to return; they com- 
plain that my eye is too bright, and my manners too lively ; and 
they find Peace and Resignation more congenial associates. Yet 
there are times when | steal in unperceived, behind one or other 
of these handmaids, and enliven their spirits, though they do not 
suspect I am there. 

‘** But the worst enemy these apartments have to dread, is an 
ugly noisy fiend, called Discord, who occasionally crawls in through 
some breach, that Charity, (whose business it is to keep the hang- 
ings in repair) has left unclosed. When this happens, I fly quite 
out of hearing: and cannot be prevailed upon to return, unless 
that kind-hearted girl comes with an. apology to petition for my 
re-appearance. As to Affliction, | am far from regarding her as an 
eneiny : she is, in fact, but a faithful ally. You observed the vast 
numbers that flocked to the palace of Pleasure: it is always thus 
that she succeeds in leading off a large majority. And although 
comparatively few ever make their escape from her halls, yet, for 
that few, | am almost entirely indebted to the address of ffliction. 
Of all the messengers | dispatch with invitations to my abode, 
none are so successful as she. You would be surprised to hear 
how many of the inhabitants of this place, have been first driven 
by her, from the palace of Pleasure, and then led by Devotion to 
our quiet valley.” 

The last suit of rooms I visited, was on the upper story; and 
they presented a very interesting scene. A benignant personage, 
called Benevolence, presided here. The moment we ascended, I 
observed that a fresh glow overspread the face of Happiness, and 
her eyes beamed with more than their wonted effulgence. She met 
Benevolence with a cordial salutation, though it was but a hasty one ; 
for he declared he had so much business on his hands, that he 
could not stay even to chat with Happiness. We followed him, 
however, through several different rooms. where there was much 
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to gratily my curiosity. In one, I saw two or three solitary indi- 
viduais, bard at work in breaking the chains, and unloosing the 
fetters, from thousands of black men, and warding from their bleed- 
ing backs the strokes of the lash, which a whole band of gentle- 
men-rufans were attempting to inflict. In another room, there 
was a small circle of females, surrounded with a crowd of widows 
and orphans, to whom they distributed coats and garments. In 
one long apartment I saw thousands of children, of all colours and 
countries, receiving instruction. And while some were engaged in 
their tuition, other persons were running to and fro, along the gal- 
lery, and up and down the staircase, with piles of Bibles under 
their arms, which they distributed to every body that passed. 
‘* Here,” said 1, ‘* I should presume no evil powers dare intrude.”’ 
At that Benevolence shook his head : ‘* In time,”’ said he, ‘* we bope 
to expel them entirely; but I assure you, that if I do but fall to sleep 
for a few minutes, there are two officious beings, one called Osten- 
tation, the other Party-spirit, who have the impudence to put on 


. my cloak ; however,” said he, ‘‘ to confess the truth, these imper- 


tinent fellows work very hard, and do a great deal of business for 
me, so that | sometimes should scarcely know how to get on with- 
out them; and till [have more of my own family grown up, | am 
obliged to wink at their intrusion: sometimes, indeed, | am quite 
ashamed to see how much more they can accomplish than | do 
myself.” 

{i had now visited all the great divisions of the building, and 
Happiness said it would be endless to conduct me through every se- 
cret passage, and into every retired closet, to which no one had 
access but herself. Whew she ceased to speak, | gazed at her and 
sighed ; ‘* Alas!” said I, ‘* and is it so, that even your sanctuary is 
thus liable to invasion, and that those who come to reside under 
your protection cannot insure your presence for an hour: whither, 
then, shall I go?” ‘*- Forbear these murmurings,” said she, ‘‘ and 
follow me.” I did so; and she led me once more to the temple 
ot Devotion. We found the priestess employed in trimming the 
flame on her altar, which during the light and bustle of day, was, 
she said, very apt to languish. Happiness told her my complaint, 
and she thus addressed me: ‘‘ Know you not, puor mortal,” she 
said, ‘‘ that although Happiness has been permitted to erect a tem- 
porary residence in this valley, it is not her native country ; and 
that she reigns here only by a limited and precarious right. Her 
paternal mansion is in a higher region; there her reign will be ab- 
solute, and her presence perpetual: and there the inhabitants of 
this valley will eventually accompany her. From the upper win- 
dows of this temple,” continued she, ‘the golden towers of that 
palace are occasionally visible: when the sky is clear and the air 
serene, | can always distinguish them. Do but look steadily for 
a time, and you also may perceive them.”’ [ turned my tearful 
eyes towards the quarter where Devotion pointed ; but a gross va- 
pour, rising from the earth, prevented my discerning a single turret. 
Devotion, however, assured me that she could see them distinctly ; 
and [ believed her. Youth's Mag. 








